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trisection of an angle, the LimaQon, Abracadabra, the number s, the tektratys 
and evolution as taught by Pythagoras. 



Psychotherapy. By Hugo Munsterberg. New York: Moffat, Yard & Co., 
1909. Pages 401. Price $2.00 net. 

However stringent may be the criticisms brought against Christian Sci- 
ence, and however short may prove its nominal domination over the minds of 
man, the ultimate judgment of its worth or worthlessness will have to concede 
that it has served the cause of science and civilization in so far as it has given 
impetus to the application of psychological principles to the healing of disease. 
It has awakened both the medical and clerical professions to their responsi- 
bilities in determining how far suggestion and other psychical influences should 
be used to supplement the regular remedial agencies. In the volume before us 
Dr. Munsterberg discusses for the general public the practical applications of 
modern psychology in this line. His position is clearly set forth in the con- 
cluding paragraph of the Preface : 

"The chief aim of this book is twofold. It is a negative one: I want to 
counteract the misunderstandings which overflood the whole field, especially 
by the careless mixing of mental and moral influence. And a positive one: 
I want to strengthen the public feeling that the time has come when every 
physician should systematically study psychology, the normal in the college 
years and the abnormal in the medical school. This derriand of medical edu- 
cation cannot be postponed any longer. The aim of the book is not to fight 
the Emmanuel Church Movement, or even Christian Science or any other 
psychotherapeutic tendency outside of the field of scientific medicine. I see 
the element of truth in all of them, but they ought to be symptoms of tran- 
sition. Scientific medicine should take hold of psychotherapeutics now or a 
most deplorable disorganization will set in, the symptoms of which no one 
ought to overlook to-day." p 

The Principles of Pragmatism. By H. Heath Bawden. Boston : Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1910. Pp. 364. Price $1.50 net. 

Since even in the minds of professed exponents of pragmatism many con- 
tradictory interpretations of its terms and aims have arisen, Mr. H. Heath 
Bawden sets himself the task of clarifying the meaning of this new philosophy. 
In nine chapters he goes over the whole field, explaining Philosophy, Expe- 
rience, Consciousness, Feeling, Thinking, Truth, Reality, Evolution and the 
Absolute, and Mind and Matter. In our opinion the task is more difficult than 
the author thinks, for the movement is still in a process of fermentation, and 
we feel confident that when this stage is over the new philosophy will appear 
very much less original than now. 

As a sample of how the subject is treated we quote the following passages 
on truth. Mr. Bawden condemns the old definition, saying : 

"The ordinary conception of the test of truth regards it as the agreement 
of the idea with the thing, of perception with the object, of knowledge with 
reality. This is the naive, unreflective veiw of common sense, known in phi- 
losophy as the representative or copy theory of knowledge. .. .It is not un- 
common to hear even men of science declare that fact is the test of truth. 
'Here are the facts. There is your theory. Test your theory by the facts.' 
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But it is obvious, upon reflection, that the facts as they are in themselves are 
a mere abstraction. They have become facts only in the process of knowledge, 
and cannot therefore be used as an external test of the validity of that process." 

Following the pragmatic method he replaces this "naive conception of 
truth" by the following proposition : 

"The criterion is the habit brought to consciousness. The most compre- 
hensive habit or system of habits, taking form in consciousness as an image 
or idea, is the ultimate standard. Primitive peoples and children have no 
criterion: they act on impulse. There is little or no reflection or prospection. 
But in the reflective consciousness the conflict of habits produces the image 
or idea which becomes an ideal or standard, a guide or norm. An ideal is 
ordinarily thought of as having reference to an act which is yet to be per- 
formed, while a standard is regarded as the test of acts that have already 
taken place. But in the larger sense, which embraces the reference forward 
and backward, the standard is only the generalized ideal, while the ideal is the 
specific definition of the standard." 



Medicine and the Chxjrch. By Sir Clifford Allhutt and others. Edited 
with an introduction by Geoffrey Rhodes. London: Kegan Paul, 1910. 
Pp. 298. Price, 6s. net. 

This book consists of a series of studies on the relationship between the 
practice of medicine and the church's ministry to the sick written by English 
clergymen and physicians of standing and authority. Clearly the purpose of 
the book is to combat the increasing influence of Christian Science by showing 
that the same good results may be and are attained by intelligent physicians 
and the ministry of clergymen, and also to urge further cooperation of these 
professions to the same end. Ostensibly the main objection made to Christian 
Science is that although it "undoubtedly does overcome some cases of nervous 
trouble, these in no sense outweigh the mischief done by its followers in 
denying the sick medical care;" but the feeling against the cult is strong to 
the point of bitterness. For instance when the editor says in his introduction 
that "There is nothing new in Christian Science except the colossal impudence 
of its pretensions." 

The spirit of the book is as a partisan both of the medical profession, that 
the necessity and value of its ministrations be appreciated, and of orthodox 
theology, on the ground that the Christian Scientists claim for themselves the 
power of miraculous healing that was given and belongs only to Christ. The 
Bishop of Winchester whose advice and aid throughout the compilation is 
acknowledged by the editor, says in his Foreword that "the temper of our 
age favors an inquiry conducted in a spirit which will neither disregard the 
requirements of science, nor rule miracles out of court as impossible." Many 
of the separate articles are of interest and value as contributions to the litera- 
ture of mental therapeutics. p 



Rudolf Eucken's Kampf um einen neuen Idealismus. Von Emile Bou- 

troux. Uebersetzt von /. Benrubi. Leipsic: Veit, 1911. Pp. 32. 

Emile Boutroux, the French philosopher who has written this essay on 

Rudolf Eucken and his struggle for a new idealism, holds a similar position 

in France to that of his German colleague in Germany, insisting on the 



